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UNFPA, IPPF AWR and the other members of the Arab World Advocacy Network (AWAN) 

for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Reproductive Rights acknowledge the 

unprecedented challenge that Covid-19 poses and stand in solidarity with women and girls who 

are disproportionately affected by the pandemic. Women account for 70% of health workers, and 

they perform nearly five times as much unpaid care work as men, putting them at a greater risk 

for contracting the virus. 

Members of The Arab World Advocacy Network (AWAN) for sexual and reproductive health and 

reproductive rights note with great concern the burden that the Covid-19 pandemic has placed on 

the health systems across the region, in particular the adverse effects on essential sexual and 

reproductive health services and reproductive rights. This includes access to maternal and 

newborn healthcare; information and counselling on sexual and reproductive health; services for 

the prevention and detection of and response to sexual and gender-based violence; services for 

the prevention, detection and treatment of STls/HIV, infertility, reproductive cancers; safe and 

effective contraceptive methods and post-abortion services and care. 

As financial and human resources have been diverted from various health programmes to contain 

the spread of Covid-19, the risk of increased unintended pregnancies, unsafe abortions, 

complications of pregnancy and childbirth, maternal and newborn morbidity and mortality as well 

as increased protection and health needs of women and girls subjected to violence. 

Many governments and other partners in the Arab region made commitments to achieve universal 

access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights as a part of Universal Health 

Coverage at the Nairobi Summit on ICPD25 in November 2019. But integrating sexual and 








